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November 1, 2021 

RE: Requestfor Attorney General Opinion 

Dear Attorney, General Paxton: 

The Nueces County Attorney requests the opinion of the Texas Attorney General. The 
questions relate to the Emergency Powers of a County Judge. 

QUESTIONS: 

What, if any, are the limitations of the County Judge's Emergency Powers 
under§ 418.1015 (b) of the Government Code? Specifically, we seek 

clarification regarding a County's contracting authority under Ch. 418. 

a. May the County Judge execute a contract unilaterally without

ratification by the Commissioners Court to address the emergency?

b. If the Judge can execute a contract unilaterally under her emergency

powers, must the contract be taken to the County's commissioner court
for ratification?

c. May the County Judge suspend competitive bidding statutes or

procedural laws and rules to enter into a contract to address the

emergency, specifically Local Gov't Code§ 262.023?

c. May the County Judge suspend these provisions on an "appropriate

local scale" even when ample time exists to bring emergency-related

actions before the commissioners?
d. Does the Governor's Disaster proclamation suspending statutes and

administrative rules regarding contracting or procurement for state

agencies apply to political subdivisions of the State of Texas?
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